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Welcome Back and Happy 2020!

If first semester is a
marathon, second semester is a sprint.
Spring semester always moves quickly,
and we will get out of
the gate with quite a
bit to do. Our 8th
graders will start
scheduling for their
freshman year of high
school this month.

Letters were given to our
8th graders, and also
emailed home to our
families. Please find
some time to make it to
Parent Information Night
on the 14th at 6:00 in
the auditorium, and also
find some time to sit
down with your student
and look at the offered
courses for them next
year. The transition from
8th grade to 9th can be

a little intimidating if the
student is not prepared.
We are working with
WHS to do everything we
can to prepare our students for this important
time in their lives.

Pack Mentalities
•

COMMUNICATION

•

EVENTS

•

BOASTS AND BRAGS

This newsletter has some
important information to
start the new year, and I
look forward to everything that second semester
has to offer.

Please check out the CCSD Parent Newsletter
https://www.cherokeek12.net/Content2/newsletter

8TH GRADE FAMILIES!
DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND THE SCHEDULING MEETING TUESDAY, 1/14/20 AT 6:00 PM IN THE AUDITORIUM. WHS WILL DISCUSS THE SCHEDULING PROCESS, STEM PROGRAM, AND ELECTIVES.

Look at this!
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Congratulations Brayden McPhillips (pictured on the right), winner of the 2020 WMS
spelling bee! His winning word? Synesthesia, the combination of two senses (such as associating a smell with a color). Don’t worry, I didn’t know what it meant or how to spell it either.
Congratulations also to Adam Ziemecki (pictured on the left) for taking 2nd place in our
school competition.
Brayden then went on to the District Spelling Bee and took 2nd Place in the District which
now moves him on to the Regional Competition in February!
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Around Campus
Our students and teachers involved with Sources of Strength have been active around campus. As you walk around school you will see the character
traits and habits that our students have identified as their sources of
strength. If your student would like to be involved with this club, have them
talk to their homeroom teacher, a counselor or administrator.
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Yearbook Orders
It’s time to pre-order your 2019-2020 WMS Yearbook. Ordering is easy, just follow
the directions below to secure your copy today.

Your student can also talk with Ms. Schell in the 7th grade hall for
more information.

The Georgia Parent Survey is modeled after the student survey and contains 24
questions. All parents are encouraged to participate in this survey because the data
will be used as part of the calculation of the School Climate Star Rating. This is an
opportunity to discuss what is working well at WMS and areas where we could improve.
The following is the URL for the Georgia Parent Survey:
https://gshs.gadoe.org/parents

With cold and flu season on us, we wanted to give you a few reminders.
per CCSD Guidelines
Students with a temperature of 100.3 or higher should not attend school, and will
be sent home from school for the safety of other students.

Students who experience diarrhea or vomiting should stay home for 1 day after the
last occurrence.
For more information, please click the link below.
https://dph.georgia.gov/press-releases/2019-12-17/widespread-flu-georgia

We are in the home-stretch with basketball season There are only 4
play-dates before playoffs. All of our teams are playing hard and have
strung a few wins together. Be sure to find some time over the next
couple of weeks to come out and support our teams.

Woodstock Middle School Basketball
2019-2020
Jan 13
Jan 24
Jan 27
Jan 31

Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday

Opponent
Dean Rusk
Freedom
Teasley
Mill Creek

Girls
Boys
7G
Away Home 4:30
Home Home 4:30
Home Away 4:30
Away Away 4:30

7B
4:30
5:45
4:30
5:45

8G
8B
5:45 5:45
7:00 8:15
5:45 5:45
7:00 8:15

Woodstock Middle collected close to 170 toys for Must Ministries this past
holiday season. Thanks to Mr. Struchtemeyer for organizing the toy drive.
We also had an amazing showing with more than 1000 pounds of food donated to our Giving Tree. Thanks to Mrs. Vidrine and National Junior Honor Society for organizing the food drive.

Congratulations to FBLA again. Nine students participated in the competitive testing for FBLA prior
to break week. Yesterday, those students attended Regionals in Ringgold, GA. Not only did Woodstock
middle school receive an award for being the second largest chapter in our region but our chapter
earned 11 medals! There were five first place winners who will go on to compete at State in February.
Fifth place for Shubh Patel in Business Math and Financial Literacy
Fourth place for Keelin Murray in Business Etiquette
Third place for Sophia Brantley in Business Etiquette
Aubrey Lehman in Business Math and Financial Literacy
Jacob Spilker in Employability Skills
Second place for Grace Levermann in Public Speaking
First place for Bryce Jones in Business Concepts
Kaiden Hughes in Business Math and Financial Literacy
Sophia Brantley in Career Exploration
Bryce Jones - Elevator Speech
Shubh Patel in Parliamentary Procedure Concepts

We are Woodstock!
Thanks to Mr. Smith, Dr. Roth, and Mr. Bennet for coming over to speak to our 8th graders last week. Registration for high school starts with an informational meeting Tuesday,
1/14/20 at 6:00 pm in the auditorium. Please be there if you have an 8th grader so you
can learn all that you need to know about the scheduling process.

Teacher Leaders
We had a great day of teacher-led Professional Development the Monday of our workday.
Ms. Cope showed how to make an escape room lesson for our classes, Dr. Bailey and Mrs.
Farlow talked about grieving students, Mrs. Forbes showed SEL in the classroom, Mrs.
Kitts had great vocab strategies, Ms. Holston unlocked the mysteries of the Smart Board,
and Ms. Divine and Ms. Hunter had really cool lessons with Gimkit. These teachers are
just some of our tremendous resources that we have in the building.

How Can You Help?
I’ve learned very quickly how involved our teachers and families are with the
larger community. We offer a great service at WMS, and I urge you to find out
how you can help our families that may be going through a tough time.

Grade Level & Remind and Canvas Communication
Dear parents,
Welcome to Woodstock Middle! I'm using Remind and Canvas to help keep you informed about important news and updates. Remind is
a free service that allows you to get messages directly on your phone. PREVIOUS REMIND PAGES WILL BE DELETED. PLEASE SIGN UP
FOR THE PAGE BELOW.
Joining my class on Remind is easy. You can choose whether you prefer text messages or smartphone notifications.
Signing up for text messages
Text my class code @[CLASS CODE] to the phone number 81010 or [REMIND PHONE NUMBER].
Reply to the text messages from the Remind team.
Signing up for smartphone notifications
Download the Remind app on your Android or iOS device. Click here for a link to the apps: rmd.me/a
Open the app and create an account (or log in if you already have one).
Tap the + by classes joined and enter my class code @[CLASS CODE].
That's all you need to do to start receiving messages!
A few other things you might like to know:

•

Our personal contact information (like cell phone numbers) will not be visible on Remind.

•

All of our messages will be recorded in communication logs that you can access and download.

I may choose to receive messages on Remind. Inappropriate comments will not be tolerated, and are subject to school discipline.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. I'm looking forward to connecting with you!
Each Grade is divided alphabetically. Please sign up for the alpha list that your child is in by LAST NAME.
Class Alpha Codes
Student Group

Student Group Name is Remind

Class Code

Current 6 Graders and Families Last Name A-I

WMS2026A-I

@d967ckd

Current 6th Graders and Families Last Name J-R

WMS2026J-R

@a7Kdbe

Current 6th Graders and Families Last Name S-Z

WMS2026S-Z

@98eghc

Current 7th Graders and Families Last Name A-I

WMS2025A-I

@bg66hb

Current 7th Graders and Families Last Name J-R

WMS2025J-R

@29a9eb

Current 7th Graders and Families Last Name S-Z

WMS2025S-Z

@Khg772

Current 8 Graders and Families Last Name A-I

WMS2024A-I

@7ffd7c

Current 8th Graders and Families Last Name J-R

WMS2024J-R

@da7948

Current 8th Graders and Families Last Name S-Z

WMS2024S_Z

@b4fa7fg

th

th

Please Follow the directions below to receive free text notifications from Canvas
How to add a cell number to the Canvas account to receive text message - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10591-4212710337
How to set notification preferences inside of the account (they will want to be sure they are receiving text messages for announcements) https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10624-4212710344

Please help us keep our students safe in the car-rider lane. Student can
only be dropped off and picked up in the curve by the sidewalk. We can
not allow students to get picked up on the lawn of WHS lot for safety reasons. We are also holding the students who walk home until the parking
lot empties. Thanks for your understanding and for helping us keep our
WMS students safe.

Want to learn more about what's next for CCSD? The School Board recently approved CCSD
Blueprint: a long-range plan for continued success. You can learn more by visiting this new
webpage: https://cherokeek12.net/Content/strategic-plan-blueprint
The October edition of the CCSD Connections parent e-newsletter now online here is filled with
important information including an update on CCSD’s Digital Learning Day plan for inclement
weather. To support CCSD’s continuous improvement, we’re also asking all parents to take a brief
survey about their child’s school that’s available online here (and here in Spanish).
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Please read this important information about a very dangerous trend with many adolescents.
The district has taken a very firm stance on Vape usage in school. I encourage you to read
the Student Discipline Code of Conduct for more information.
https://www.cherokeek12.net/userfiles/96/my%20files/2019-20%20student%20parent%20handbook.pdf?
id=12386

Woodstock Middle School Newsletter
Something for You to Use…
Here are some links and information that we distributed. It’s not too late to complete forms
and sign up for Canvas notifications. Please sign up for Canvas alerts via text. It’s a great
communication tool for us.
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Here’s an
Opportunity

Would you like your business to reach over 1200 families twice
a month? Please contact Mr. Santoro for sponsorship and advertising opportunities with this newsletter. Woodstock Middle School is a tremendous community with a history of community involvement. We are always looking for business partners and sponsors that will help provide for our staff and students. You can reach Mr. Santoro via the email below
Michael.santoro@cherokeek12.net

Just a reminder of the CCSD Policy Regarding Dress Code...
Appendix A: CCSD Student Dress Code
The purpose of a dress code is to promote an orderly learning environment in our schools while preparing all students for later success in the world of work. The CCSD Student Dress Code was developed through the direction of the Superintendent and with the cooperation of parents, students,
teachers, and administrators.
Students of the Cherokee County School District are expected to dress in a manner that is conducive
to a good learning environment. Accordingly, the administration reserves the right to determine if accessories/clothing are too casual, too revealing or too distracting for school dress. Additionally, the
administration reserves the right to prohibit accessories/clothing if those items create a potential safety or injury risk to the individual student or others; or, if the administration determines that they create a reasonable disruption to the classroom or school environment.
Note: While the Student CCSD Dress Code guidelines may be modified for students at the elementary
school level, any changes at the middle and high school levels, as described above, cannot compromise
or negate existing provisions.
APPROVED FOR SCHOOL WEAR
PANTS AND SHORTS
▪ Length must be appropriate (mid-thigh 5” from the top of kneecap as measured by a ruler or the
width of a 3x5 index card);
▪ Size appropriate-waist, seat and inseam; must be hemmed or cuffed;
▪ Cannot be altered from their original form.
▪ Pants made of stretch material that conforms to the legs and hips must be accompanied by a blouse/
shirt that extends below the waist and buttocks.
SKIRTS AND DRESSES
▪ Skirts must be size appropriate and be worn at waistline;
▪ Shoulders must be covered and arm holes must be tight fitting;
▪ Length must be appropriate (3” from the top of kneecap as measured by a ruler or the length of a 3x5
index card);
▪ Slits in skirts must be appropriate (no slit above the three-inch rule);
▪ Cannot be altered from their original form.
SHIRTS AND BLOUSES
▪ Must be size appropriate;
▪ Long or short sleeved, dress shirt, polo type, sleeveless with appropriate, tight-fitting armholes (no
tank tops, no halter tops, no spaghetti straps);

Dress Code Continued...

NOT APPROVED FOR SCHOOL WEAR
Pants that touch the ground or floor;
▪ Holes above the knee that are inappropriately revealing;
▪ Pants, dresses, skirts, shorts and shirts that have frayed ends;
▪ See-through clothing;
▪ Sleeveless shirts, blouses, without appropriate (tight-fitting) armholes;
▪ Deep-scooped necklines;
▪ Shirts/blouses that are tight-fitting and/or inappropriately revealing;
▪ Clothing that shows the bare midriff, bare back or the bare shoulders;
▪ Pajamas, bedroom shoes, or other sleep wear, unless approved for special occasions;
▪ Articles of clothing which advertise or display the symbols of drugs, tobacco products or alcoholic beverages;
▪ Clothing which displays or implies profane or obscene language or symbols;
▪ Emblems, insignias, badges, tattoos or other symbols where the effect thereof is to unreasonably attract the attention of
other students or cause disruption or interference with the operation of the school;
▪ Hats, sunglasses and caps are not to be worn in the school building unless approved for special occasions (All hats and
caps shall be properly stored during the school day).
▪ Chains hanging from wallets or clothing;
▪ Exposure of undergarments of any type;
▪ Display or wearing of any gang articles, paraphernalia or clothing that can be construed as being gang related;
▪ Display or wearing clothing depicting weapons or weapon paraphernalia glorifying violence;
▪ Jewelry that is offensive, distracts or is studded or pointed is unacceptable. Heavy chains are not allowed.

Notes:
 Uniforms for school related activities are acceptable as approved by the school administration. Female cheerleaders
must wear warm-ups under cheerleading uniforms except during games and pep rallies.
 The school administration reserves the right to alter the dress code for special occasions or extracurricular activities.
 Parents who require an exemption from the dress code for religious, cultural, or short-term medical reasons may
make application to the Principal.

Push the Positives…
Our faculty and staff this year have started mailing home postcards to families letting them know how much we appreciate their students. Too often
the only contact we have is about grades, poor behavior, or a concern. The
plan this year is to contact home about the good things we see to shine a
light on the students that make this such a special place. This is the first
step in a plan to bring attention to all that we do well here at WMS.
Thanks for sending us some really great kids each day.

Something for You to Use…
We have received multiple parent helpdesk tickets regarding courses they cannot
see for their student as well as incorrect instructions on setting up their Canvas
Parent Account. The instructions are on the CCSD website for parents needing to
set up Canvas Parent Accounts. Also, please keep in mind students new to the District must log on at school before attempting to log on off site.

