Encourage Reading All

Long!

According to Irish writer, Sir Richard Steele, “Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”
When children do not read during the summer months, research suggests they may lose up to
three months of reading ability. Additional research supports growth in reading skills when a
child is presented with opportunities to listen to books or stories. Interacting with text helps
children develop important background knowledge which, in turn, fosters engaged, independent
readers.
While CCSD does not mandate nor assess summer reading, we strongly encourage children,
along with their families, to participate in reading for enjoyment over the summer. Georgia
Department of Education has provided an opportunity for students to read throughout the
summer months. Students can access quality books online with the intent to nurture the love of
reading. “Get Georgia Reading” offers a valuable resource called myOn by Renaissance that
provides access to over 6,000 book titles, as well as daily news links, activities and suggestions
for parents and children based on reading levels and interests.
This summer opportunity is available to students from May 6th through August 31st. Follow the
steps below to enjoy reading and the activities that are available to students all summer.
1) Click on myOn by Renaissance.
2) You will need your district login information:
School Name: Get Georgia Reading (type the first few letters then choose from dropdown)
User Name: cherokeecounty
Password: read
Sign in
3) For additional instruction on using the program, view this video:
http://p.widencdn.net/m3npbh/2018-Get-Georgia-Reading
4) Or, follow these directions:
Once logged in to the myON site:
➢ Click on the “Library icon at the top of the page.
➢ Next, click the “Browse” icon.
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➢ Narrow your search by reading level, lexile, grade, etc., by first clicking on the
and then the

icon

icon. Choose search option (grade level, reading level, story type)

that you want to search. After making your selection, click the

icon. Scroll down

to see your book options. Each time you make a different selection, click the

icon

to refresh your search.
➢

Use this button at the top right corner to gain access to reading activities,
journals, and portfolios. Choose either “Activity, Journal, Portfolio.”

➢ Click on the “News” button to find daily news stories.
➢ You may also download the app on your mobile device by click on this

in the right

upper corner of the webpage.

Reading Rockets’ 10 Tips for Parents to Promote Reading:
1. Read aloud together with your child every day.
Make it fun by reading outdoors on the front steps, patio, at the beach or park. Also, let your
children read to you. For younger children, point out the relationship between words and
sounds.
2. Set a good example!
Parents must be willing to model behavior for their children. Keep lots of reading material around
the house. Turn off the TV and have each person read his or her book, including mom and dad.
3. Read the same book your child is reading and discuss it.
This is the way to develop habits of the mind and build capacity for thought and insight.
4. Let kids choose what they want to read, and don't turn your nose up at popular fiction.
It will only discourage the reading habit.
5. Buy audio books, especially for a child with a learning disability.
Listen to them in the car, or turn off the TV and have the family listen to them together.
6. Take your children to the library regularly.
Most libraries sponsor summer reading clubs with easy-to-reach goals for preschool and schoolage children. Check the library calendar for special summer reading activities and events.
Libraries also provide age appropriate lists for summer reading.

2

7. Subscribe, in your child's name, to magazines like Sports Illustrated for Kids, Highlights for
Children, or National Geographic World.
Encourage older children to read the newspaper and current events magazines, to keep up the
reading habit over the summer and develop vocabulary. Ask them what they think about what
they've read, and listen to what they say.
8. Ease disappointment over summer separation from a favorite school friend by encouraging
them to become pen pals.
Present both children with postcards or envelopes that are already addressed and stamped. If
both children have access to the Internet, email is another option.
9. Make trips a way to encourage reading by reading aloud traffic signs, billboards, notices.
Show your children how to read a map, and once you are on the road, let them take turns being
the navigator.
10. Encourage children to keep a summer scrapbook.
Tape in souvenirs of your family's summer activities picture postcards, ticket stubs, photos. Have
your children write the captions and read them and read them aloud as you look at the book
together.
See the next page for a suggested summer reading list by myON Renaissance.
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