CCSD ACADEMIES
FINE ARTS CURRICULUM: Hasty ES and Oak Grove ES
Fine Arts Academies are providing kindergarten through fifth grade a climate of high expectation,
discipline and academic rigor. An integrated approach to education through the arts creates a personal
connection to learning and adds depth in the classroom through a creative, inquiry-based process of
teaching and learning. Based on the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE), the comprehensive Fine
Arts program provides opportunities for students to develop a sense of craftsmanship, quality task
performance and goal-setting skills needed to succeed in the classroom and beyond. It also
provides another opportunity for parental, community, and business involvement with each of the
schools, including arts and humanities organizations. Every classroom teacher is involved

by

providing integrated arts (music, dance, drama, visual arts, etc.) through academic lessons a
minimum of one time each week. Teachers at both Hasty and Oak Grove participate in ArtsNOW:
Teaching and Learning Across the Curriculum.

STEM CURRICULUM: Ball Ground ES, Canton ES, Clark Creek ES & Holly Springs ES
STEM Discovery (Grades K – 2):

All students in grades kindergarten through second grade are

provided opportunities to become familiar with STEM vocabulary and are using project-based learning
and the engineering design process. To ensure consistency throughout the STEM Academies, K-2
STEM units complete with all accompanying lessons have been developed and are being utilized in all
the STEM academies.

T = TECHNOLOGY
E = ENGINEERING

STEM Explorations (Grades 3 – 5): All students in grades three through five participate in STEM project-

M = MATH

based learning and the engineering design process. Two units with lesson plans and activities have been

S = SCIENCE

Q1

CHEROKEE COUNTY STEM UNITS FOR GRADES K - 2
Q2
Q3
Q4
Gravity and Motion
Rocks and Soils
Water
Plants and Animals
Matter: Solid, Liquid and Gas
Force: Pushes and Pulls

Grade
K
1
2

developed for each of the grade levels and are utilized in all the STEM academies. All teachers new to the
STEM academies are receiving site based STEM professional development each year.
CHEROKEE COUNTY STEM UNITS FOR GRADES 3 - 5
Grade
3

Q1
Habitats * Includes Optional Robotics
Challenge

4

Ecology

5

Cells and Microorganisms *Includes
Optional Robotics Challenge

Q2
Rocks and Soils
Weather
Challenge
Classification

Q3

Q4

Energy

Magnetism and Pollution

Simple Machines

Light and Sound

Electricity

Land Forms

*Includes Optional Robotics

Middle School STEM
CCSD middle schools offer a wide variety of connections classes that provide additional opportunities for STEM education. These courses include
Exploring Technology, Business Computer Science, Family and Computer Science (FACS). Some of these courses implement web-based learning
modules. These modules support and enhance the current FACS standards by allowing students to explore and apply STEM standards in this area
of study. Additionally, CCSD has two STEM related classes that are offered at the middle school for high school credit, Introduction to
Business and Technology and Introduction to Drafting and Design. Each middle school partners with its feeder schools to provide timely and
thorough information in regards to the opportunities available in STEM courses.

High School STEM
Additionally, all of CCSD’s high schools have been named Georgia AP STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) or AP STEM
Achievement High Schools in recognition of outstanding Advance Placement (AP) exam passage rates and participation levels, as well as the variety
of course offerings.
Cherokee County School District high school students not only continue to exceed State and National averages on rigorous AP exams, but the
school system has also garnered national recognition for its AP achievement. CCSD earned the third-highest AP exam passage rate in Georgia in
2015, as well as being named to the College Board’s AP Honor Roll. Only six school districts in Georgia were named to the AP Honor Roll for 2015,
and this was CCSD’s third consecutive year to earn the distinction. CCSD, with a passage rate of 73% among the 4,125 tests administered in the
spring of 2015, ranks third out of Georgia’s 180 school systems and exceeds the State average of 55% and the National average of 58%. This
achievement, coupled with a 20% increase in the number of tests administered in CCSD, is further testimony to the dedication of not only students,
but also teachers, administrators, parents, volunteers, business partners, and the entire community. The number of exams taken by CCSD students
has increased 83% in the last five years alone.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR CCSD STEM AND FINE ARTS ACADEMY TEACHERS
Fine Arts Training

STEM Training
When the STEM Academies were first launched,

Faculty and Administrators from Hasty ES and Oak

the Department of Educational Programs and

Grove ES in CCSD have received professional

Technology partnered together to develop STEM

development

units across grade levels.

Materials to support

Organization of Atlanta for each of the past four years

these units were purchased and are available at the

regarding the integration of the fine arts throughout

STEM Academies with the lesson plans available on

the curriculum. The goal of the Fine Arts Academies is

the Cherokee County School District Intranet site.

to equip teachers with the knowledge and strategies to

instruction

from

the

ArtsNow

bring creativity and the arts into daily classroom
As the four STEM academies obtain new teachers,

instruction so that each student succeeds academically,

whether new hires or transfers, the teachers

socially and artistically. The District contracted with

receive professional development from current

ArtsNow to provide “Foundational Training” for all

veteran teachers who have been successfully

certified staff each summer, and this has continued each

implementing STEM into their curriculum. In July

summer with the hiring of new faculty members.

2016, a professional development class was offered

Additionally,

at Clark Creek Elementary and was open to all

development at both schools to address specific areas of

teachers new to the STEM Academies which leads

instruction while working with both individual teachers

to

Academies

and grade levels as a whole. In September 2015 the

equipped with the knowledge and skills to

CCSD was awarded a four year Arts in Education Model

successfully implement the activities into their own

Development and Dissemination (AEMDD) Grant. This

classrooms. .

has provided additional support through monthly

teachers

entering

the

STEM

ArtsNow

has

provided

professional

sessions at each campus, and has also allowed selected
teachers from Hasty and Oak Grove to work with peers
from Clayton County to create Fine Arts Integrated Unit
Lessons that are implemented at each school and shared
online. Units were developed in June 2015 and June
2016, and a final set will be created in June 2017. Oak
Grove ES-Fine Arts Academy and Hasty ES-Fine Arts
Academy have now become “Showcase Schools” for fine
arts integration, and have hosted teachers and
administrators from across the state and the country
who wish to learn more about this instructional
approach.

ACADEMIES ENROLLMENT

NEXT STEPS

During the 2015-16 school year, approximately 4,727 students re-

Moving forward, a 2016-17 STEM Ad Hoc committee’s goal will be to

ceived the STEM or Fine Arts curriculum offered through the six

create a STEM “badging” program to enable teachers to earn

Cherokee Academies. This enrollment figure consists mostly of stu-

recognition for developing and delivering STEM lessons to students

dents designated to attend one of the Academies as a resident stu-

across the curriculum.

dent, but does include approximately 212 students who transferred

school STEM programs to provide a continuity and continued

from other elementary schools in order to attend one of the new

immersion of STEM as students transition from their elementary

Academies.

school STEM academies to the middle schools.

Each year, the School District extends an application period for
students who would like to enroll in one of the six Cherokee
Academies during the upcoming school year. Enrollment for
those applicants are granted where space is available and all
applicants were approved for 2016-17. Note: Once students are
enrolled at the schools designated as Academies, they are not
required to apply for continued placement.

Transportation is available for most transferring students through a
hub system utilizing a shuttle service in each hub school’s geo‐
graphic area. If a student attends an elementary school not currently serving as a hub location, parents can drop-off/pick-up the student at a hub and that student will have transportation “the rest of
the way” to the Academy by riding the shuttle service.

Parents in

this situation will be responsible for timely drop-off/pick-up of any

student.

Additionally, CCSD will refine the middle

CCSD STEM AND FINE ARTS ACADEMY DIRECTORY

BALL GROUND ES STEM ACADEMY

HOLLY SPRINGS ES STEM ACADEMY

321 Valley Street

1965 Hickory Road

Ball Ground, GA 30107

Canton, GA 30115

770.721.5900

770.345.5035

Dr. Keith Ingram, Principal

Ms. Donna Bertram, Principal

http://cherokeek12.net/ballgroundes/

http://cherokeek12.net/hollyspringses/

CANTON ES STEM ACADEMY

HASTY ES FINE ARTS ACADEMY

712 Marietta Highway

205 Brown Industrial Pkwy.

Canton, GA 30114

Canton, GA 30114

770.720.6100

770.721.6555

Ms. Beth Long, Principal
http://cherokeek12.net/cantones/

Mr. Rodney Larrotta, Principal

CLARK CREEK ES STEM ACADEMY
3219 Hunt Road
Acworth, GA 30102
770.721.5800
Ms. Joey Moss, Principal
http://cherokeek12.net/clarkcreekes/

http://cherokeek12.net/hastyes/

OAK GROVE ES FINE ARTS ACADEMY
6118 Woodstock Road
Acworth, GA 30102
770.721.8550
Ms. Penny Valle, Principal
http://cherokeek12.net/oakgrovees/

